
The Allure of Mathematics: A Personal Exploration

Give yourself the Freedom to express 
your Love of Form, let it come from 

your Heart, and let your Hand be the 
extension of your most creative 

Thoughts.

Benyamain Yacoob

Why am I so drawn to mathematics?



Introduction

From a young age, I've been captivated by the intricate 
beauty and underlying elegance of mathematics. It's a 
language that speaks to a deeper part of me, a way of 
understanding the world that transcends the everyday. 
As I've delved deeper into this world, I've often 
questioned the very nature of my fascination. My 
comprehension, as I've explored in my writing, is often 
limited by the constraints of analogy, offering glimpses of 
truth but never the full picture.

Today, I'll explore the roots of this fascination—why am I 
drawn to the pursuit of mathematical truth, even while 
acknowledging the inherent limitations of the field and 
my own understanding.



Family and Personal 
Influences

My journey into mathematics began not with explicit instruction, 
but with the nurturing of an inquisitive mind. My family instilled 
in me a love of learning, a passion for critical thinking, and an 
appreciation for intellectual exploration. Dinner table 
discussions weren't just about daily events but often delved 
into philosophical debates and the complexities of the world. 
This environment cultivated a deep curiosity, a desire to 
understand the 'why' behind everything, which naturally 
extended to the realm of mathematics.

This early foundation laid the groundwork for those 'aha' 
moments that would later define my mathematical journey. 
Discovering the unifying power of complex numbers or the 
elegance of calculus wasn't about memorizing formulas, but 
about experiencing the profound beauty and 
interconnectedness of mathematical ideas. These experiences 
ignited a passion that continues to drive me.



Inspirations from 
Brilliant Minds The work and life stories of mathematicians and 

philosophers have deeply influenced my own journey. 
Bertrand Russell’s exploration of the philosophical 
foundations of mathematics, Richard Feynman’s playful 
approach to scientific inquiry, and Kurt Gödel’s struggle 
with mathematical uncertainty all resonated with my own 
search for truth and understanding. These figures 
demonstrated that mathematics is not a sterile, isolated 
discipline but a deeply human endeavor intertwined with 
philosophical inquiry, personal struggles, and the pursuit 
of profound truths. 



Inspirations from Brilliant Minds

June Huh, a poet turned Fields 
Medalist, shows us that brilliance can 
blossom from unexpected places. His 

dedication to family grounds his 
abstract work in a very human reality. 



Inspirations from Brilliant Minds

Ramanujan's pure love for 
mathematics, his heartfelt letters to 

his family from Trinity College, reveal 
the emotional depth behind his 

genius. 



Inspirations from Brilliant Minds

Gödel's initial struggles with 
mathematics, his feelings of 
inadequacy, only make his 

revolutionary contributions to logic 
and set theory all the more inspiring.  



Inspirations from Brilliant Minds

Feynman's playful curiosity and 
infectious enthusiasm remind us that 
even the most complex ideas can be 
approached with a sense of wonder. 



The Pursuit of 
Truth and Form

For me, mathematics represents 
the embodiment of truth, elegance, 
and the pursuit of knowledge. It's a 
quest to uncover the underlying 
structure of reality, to find the 
hidden patterns and connections 
that govern our universe.



Challenges and 
Limitations

But this pursuit is not without its 
challenges. The pressure to publish in 
the academic world, the sheer volume of 
research to stay current with can feel 
overwhelming. This creates a tension 
between the desire to contribute and the 
need to protect the joy of exploration. 
And I'm constantly aware of my own 
limitations, the vastness of mathematics 
that I have yet to grasp. This awareness, 
though humbling, fuels a constant drive 
to learn and grow.



Strengths (Resources, Overcoming Adversity) Weaknesses (Potential Hurdles)

Why am I so drawn to mathematics?

● Deep curiosity and drive to 
understand the world

● Appreciation for truth, 
elegance, and pursuit of 
knowledge

● Inspiration from brilliant minds 
in history

● Intrinsic motivation and joy 
derived from learning math

● Awareness of personal 
limitations in mathematical 
mastery

● Discouragement from the 
“publish or perish” 
environment in academia

● Overwhelming volume of 
research to stay current with

● Difficulty in applying abstract 
mathematical concepts 
practically



Hypothesis and 
Conclusion

So, why this enduring fascination? My 
deep connection to mathematics arises 
from a profound resonance between the 
elegance and logic of the field and my 
core values—truth, beauty, and the 
pursuit of knowledge. It's a journey 
inspired by the human stories of 
mathematical giants, a journey fueled by 
the intrinsic joy of discovery, despite the 
inevitable challenges and limitations. In 
the quiet moments, immersed in a math 
book under the open sky, I find my 
peace, my purpose. It is in this domain, 
as I've expressed before, that I feel truly 
seen.
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Presentation Link
https://youtu.be/ltzF8bJ6S7o 


